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Letter of Transmittal 



To His Excellency Edward C. Stokes, Governor of the State of 
New Jersey and Ex-ofUcio President of the State Board of 
Forest Park Reservation Commissioners: 

Sir — I have the honor to submit the annual report of the State 
Board of Forest Park Reservation Commissioners, from the time 
of the creation of the Commission, in accordance with Chapter 47, 
Laws of 1905, approved March 22d, 1905. 
Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY B. KUMMEL, 

Executive Oificer. 
W11.UAM H. Chew, Secretary. 

Trenton, N. J., November 30th, 1905. 
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The Law Creating the Forest Park Reservation 
Commission and Defining Its Duties. 



CHAPTER 47, LAWS OF 1905. 



An act for the establishment of forest park reservations by and 
in the State of New Jersey, and for the appointment of a 
state board of forest park reservation commissioners, and 
defining its powers and duties. 

B^ IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. There is hereby established a state board of forest park 
reservation commissioners, to consist of five members, which 
said board shall be a body politic and corporate, with perpetual 
succession under the name of "state board of forest park reser- 
vation commissioners," with power to sue and be sued, with 
power to adopt and use a corporate seal, and the right, power and 
authority to acquire, hold and use all such property, real and 
personal, as may be proper or necessary, and with all other 
powers proper or necessary to carry out and effectuate the purpose 
for which said board is created ; of this board the governor and the 
state geologist shall be ex-officio members, and the other members 
shall be citizens of the state appointed by the governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate; the terms of office of 
the said commissioners shall be three years, the term of the gov- 
ernor and of the state geologist to run concurrently with their 
term as governor and state geologist respectively; the term of 
the three appointed members to begin from the date of their first 
appointment, which said appointments shall be made promptly 
upon the taking effect of this act; of those so first appointed, one 
shall be for a term of one year, one for a term of two years and 
one for a term of three years; and thereafter all such appoint- 
ments shall be for the terms of three years as aforesaid; any va- 
cancy that may occur by death, resignation or otherwise shall be 
filled by the governor but for the unexpired term only. 

2. Said board shall have power to acquire a fee simple estate in 
any lands to be taken for the purposes of forest park reservations, 
as in this act hereafter directed, or any easement or profit a prendre 
that said board in its discretion may deem best; the said acquisi- 
tion may be accomplished either by deed, gift pr devise, or, if nece%- 
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sary, by condemnation proceedings, to be instituted by and in the 
name of said board, under and pursuant to an act entitled "An 
act to regulate the ascertainment and payment of compensation for 
property condemned or taken for public use (Revision of 1900)," 
being chapter fifty-three, laws of one thousand nine hundred, with 
any amendments thereof or supplemental thereto; said board shall 
have power to hold said lands and any estate, easement or profit 
a prendre therein for the benefit of the people of the state of New 
Jersey; and said lands so held by said board shall not be sold, 
aliened or encumbered in any way, except pursuant to an act of 
the legislature. 

3. The care, management and preservation of the forest re- 
serves, and the forests thereon, as well as future growths thereon, 
and all moneys appropriated in that behalf, or collected therefrom 
in any way, and all personal property acquired to carry out the 
purposes of this act, are hereby confided to and vested in said 
board, as the same may be herein or in subsequent acts defined 
and required; the board shall observe, keep in view, and, so far 
as it can, put in operation the best method to reforest cut-over and 
denuded lands, to forest waste and other lands, to prevent injury 
of forests by fire, the administering and care of forests on forestry 
principles, the encouragement of private owners in preserving and 
growing timber for commercial and manufacturing purposes, and 
the general conservation of forest tracts around the headwaters 
and on the water-sheds of all the water courses of the state, said 
board shall make reports of its work, conclusions and recommenda- 
tions to each session of the legislature, and from time to time pub- 
lish, in a popular manner, and print for popular distribution, in 
bulletin or other form, such of its conclusions and recommendations 
as may be of immediate public interest; whenever it shall appear 
that the welfare of the state, with reference to reforestization and 
the betterment of state reservations, will be advanced by cutting 
or selling or disposing of any of the timber on forestry lands, the 
board is hereby empowered to cut and sell such timber on terms 
most advantageous to the state; and said board is hereby em- 
powered to make or execute contracts in the name of the state for 
the carrying out of the purposes of this act; the board shall have 
power to employ such persons as are necessary for carrying out 
the provisions of this act and to fix their compensation. 

4. Any person or persons who shall set, or cause to be set, any 
fire upon any of the forestry reservations of this state, except in 
accordance with such rules or regulations as may be prescribed by 
said board, or who shall set or cause to start any forest fire upon 
property near or adjoining any state forestry reservation whereby 
the timber of said reservation is damaged, or who shall cut or 
remove any timber whatever from any forestry reservation, ex- 
cept in accordance with the ru^es and regulations of the board, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished accord- 

' ifigly; all fines and penalties when collected shall be paid to the 
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executive officer of said board, who is hereby directed to pay the 
same over to the state treasurer. 

5. If said board, in its discretion, shall appoint any fire wardens 
under section three of this act, all such fire wardens, while in the 
performance of their duties, shall, within the territories of any 
forest reservations, have power to abate any nuisance existing 
therein; it shall be their duty, furthermore, to prevent and extin- 
guish forest -fires and to enforce the rules and regulations of the 
said board by arrest if necessary. 

: 6. The title of all lands acquired by the state for forestry reser- 
vations shall be taken in the name of the state, and all such forestry 
reservation lands shall be exempt from taxation from the time of 
their acquisition; in all cases where lands have been purchased, or 
may hereafter be purchased, by said board for forest reservations, 
where there are public roads, regularly established, running into 
or through said lands, said board, under such rules and regulations 
as the said board is hereby authorized to make, may expend such 
sum per mile in each year as said board shall deem wise for the 
maintenance, repair or extension of any such roads; all expenses 
that may be thus incurred shall be subject to the approval of the 
board and of the governor of the state, and shall be paid in the 
same manner as other expenses are provided for in this act. 

7. No title or interest in any of said lands held by said board as 
aforesaid shall be subject to be taken by any body corporate, 
whether municipal or private corporation, or any person whatso- 
ever possessing the power of eminent domain, by condemnation 
proceedings, in the exercise of said power of eminent domain 
against the said board or the state of New Jersey, as respects all 
lands or interests therein included in said reservations. 

8. When it shall seem expedient and proper to the majority of 
said board that a forest park reservation be established in any por- 
tion of this state, it shall be the duty of this board to have proper 
surveys and a map thereof made of the lands about to be acquired, 
showing each portion of said tract owned by each different pro- 
prietor thereof, and of all persons, whether natural or bodies 
corporate, holding whatsoever estate, lien or interest therein ; said 
map shall be filed with the secretary of the said board, and a certi- 
fied copy of said map shall be filed with the county clerk or register 
of deeds of each county in which are situate any lands to be taken 
for any particular forest park reservation; for the space of two 
years from the date of such filing any improvements made in said 
lands shall not be considered in the estimation of compensation or 
damages to be paid to said owner, lienor or such other persons who 
in said lands may hold an interest, if in the acquision of said lands 
the said board shall be compelled to resort to condemnation pro- 
ceedings; prior to filing of said map in the office of the secretary, 
said board shall, by a majority vote, pass a resolution stating its 
purpose to acquire all the land within the area by it desired to be 
converted into a forest park reservation; said resolution shall be 
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spread in full upon the minutes of said board and signed by the 
president and attested by the secretary, and upon a failure of said 
board to adopt said resolution recorded and authenticated in the 
manner aforesaid, the filing of said map shall be null, void and of 
no effect whatever. 

9. There shall be a secretary to said board, who shall be elected 
by a majority of the board, whose term of office shall be three 
years from the date of his first appointment, his successor to be 
immediately appointed upon the expiration of his first term; the 
salary of said secretary shall be fixed by the board, payable in 
monthly installments upon warrant of the comptroller by the state 
treasurer; it shall be the duty of the said secretary to keep proper 
records of said board, and any copy of any record, under the seal 
of the board, signed by the secretary, shall be of the same eviden- 
tial effect in all the courts of this state as an exemplified copy of 
any recorded deed, according to law as now constituted. 

ID. The governor shall be ex-officio president of the board, and 
the state geologist shall be executive officer thereof; the three 
appointed members of the board shall serve without compensation, 
the expenses of the members of said board incurred in the business 
of the board shall be payable out of the treasury of the state on 
the certificate of any member certifying to the comptroller what 
expenses have been incurred ; provided, same is attested by the 
secretary. 

- II. The purchase money for lands acquired, and all expenses 
incurred in said purchase, and all expenses incurred in connection 
with the management and holding of the state forestry reserva- 
tions, shall be paid by the state treasurer from moneys in the state 
treasury not otherwise appropriated, on warrant of the comptroller 
upon vouchers certified by the secretary, duly approved by resolu- 
tion of the board; provided, however, such sums shall not exceed 
the amount annually appropriated therefor by the legislature; all 
moneys received by said board from sources other than by legisla- 
tive appropriations shall be paid into the state treasury. 

12. Said board shall have an official seal, which seal shall bear 
inscribed on it "board of state forestry reservation commissioners 
of the state of New Jersey," with some proper emblem therein, 
to be adopted by said board. 

13. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 22, 1905. , 



Administrative Report. 



For a number of years there have been in New Jersey ardent 
advocates of the adoption of a poHcy looking toward the preserva- 
tion of the forests of the State. During the legislative sessions 
for some years past efforts have been made to instill into the 
minds of the legislators the importance of this matter, but no 
definite action was taken until the session of 1905. Governor 
Stokes should be accorded the credit for this legislation, for in 
his inaugural address he took up the subject of forestry in New 
Jersey in a very definite manner and urged that this important 
question be given immediate attention in this State. As a result 
of the Governor's strong words, Hon. Alexander R. Fordyce, a 
member of the House of Assembly from Middlesex county, intro- 
duced a bill which provided for the appointment of a State Board 
of Forest Park Reservation Commissioners. This bill passed 
both branches of the Legislature unanimously and was made a 
law by the approval of the Governor on March 22, 1905. This 
law in full is published with this report. 

Under the provision of the new law, the Governor named the 
members of the Commission and they assembled at his office, in 
the State House at Trenton, on June 27th, 1905, and organized. 

Throughout the summer investigations were made in all parts 
of the State for forest or waste lands suitable for the purposes 
of the Commission. The aid of the principal newspapers in 
every county was invoked, and they willingly co-operated with the 
Commission. By the publication of the objects of the new 
forestry law, and by emphasizing the importance of this subject 
to the people of the State, the press has done much to arouse 
public sentiment in favor of forest preservation. It is but pro- 
perly due to the newspapers that an acknowledgment should here 
be made for the valuable service they have so freely rendered. 

In order to facilitate the preliminary work of the Commission, 
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timberland owners in all parts of the State were invited to make 
known to the Commission prices at which their land could be 
purchased. This resulted in numerous tenders of forest land at 
prices ranging from $1.50 an acre to prohibitive figures. The 
tracts that were considered the most available for the purf>oses of 
the Commission were investigated by expert foresters, and where 
purchases have been made the Commission has in a large degree 
acted upon thfsir advice. 

The Commission is now practically in possession of two tracts 
of lands, the minor details alone of the purchases being yet to be 
completed. Both of these tracts are located in the southern part of 
the State. One, which is for demonstration and experimental 
purposes, is located in Weymouth township, Atlantic county, and 
comprises 373.59 acres. A portion of this tract (104.65 acres) 
was presented to the Commission by Mr. John Gifford, of Prince- 
ton, than whom there is no more ardent friend of forestry in 
New Jersey. This tract seems to be admirably situated, for it 
lies along the Great Egg Harbor river, about two miles below 
May's Landing, and extends inward to the main highway, leading 
from Cape May to May's Landing. Such a location should 
reduce the danger of fire to a minimum, and, as there is already 
on the tract a fair growth of timber, it should prove a very good 
place for the State to begin its first actual work in forestry. 
Besides the soil, while sandy, is deep and moist and on it trees 
make excellent growth. 

The location of this tract has also the added advantage of 
being accessible to a market, in a region inhabited by people who 
will take an interest in the experiment, and where labor may be 
easily obtained. 

On this reservation it is the purpose of the Commission to 
start its first nursery, and this work will be inaugurated at the 
beginning of the spring season. 

The second tract purchased by the Commission is situated 
in Bass River township, Burlington county. In extent it com- 
prises 597 acres of land. At the price which the State paid for 
it, which was only a dollar and a half an acre, it is naturally 
not of great value at the present time. It is such land as this, 
however, that the State should acquire and develop. The Com- 
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mission believes that it can be made a profitable investment, 
and perhaps made the nucleus of a large reservation. 

During the coming year the Commission hopes to acquire by 
purchase other tracts. The appropriation for the first purchase' 
of land is not large enough, however, to permit of the acquisition 
of as large a tract as the State should really have, and until the 
Legislature, in its wisdom, sees fit to apportion more money to 
this highly important work, the labors of the Commission must 
be directed mainly to the management of small tracts. These 
by reason of their limited size can hardly be called 'Reserves,'' 
but they can serve a very useful purpose by demonstrating to 
the people at large the value of forestry, thus stimulating interest 
in a work the importance of which has too long been underesti- 
mated in New Jersey. 

From the first the Commission has realized that it would 
be impossible for the State to own more than a fraction of the 
forest lands of New Jersey. The great bulk of it must always 
remain in private ownership. Therefore, one of the primary 
objects has been to reach the private owners of large and small 
tracts alike, and show them by example and instruction how to 
manage their forest holdings that both they and the State may 
be ultimately benefited. 

In this connection the Commission was asked to assume con- 
trol of some private lands and put into practice scientific forestry 
methods. The Commission took up this plan of co-operation at 
some length with the East Orange Water Board and sent a 
practical forester to investigate their tract in Milburn township, 
Essex county. This forester reported that, in his judgment, the 
work .could wisely be undertaken at no cost to the State, — that 
the tract itself was such that by judicious cutting of mature trees 
enough could be taken off to pay for the expense of adminis- 
tering it and yet leave the timber in better condition than 
before. Acting upon this report the Commission, through its 
executive officer, submitted to the East Orange Water Board, 
a plan of co-operation which was as follows : 
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PLAN OF CO-OPERATION WITH THE EAST ORANGE WATER COMMISSIONERS. 

Whereas, The Board of Water Commissioners of East Orange, desirous 
of improving the character of the forest on the tract owned by them in Mil- 
burn township, Essex county, has requested the aid and advice of the State 
Board of Forest Park Reservation Commissioners, and 

Whereas, The State Forest Park Reservation Commission is desirous of 
encouraging the practice of scientific forestry methods in the State, and be- 
lieves that a forest tract managed in accordance with these principles will be 
a potent factor in attaining this end, it is hereby agreed that : 

1. The entire direction and management of the above tract, or so much 
of it as shall be set aside for forest purposes by the East Orange Water Com- 
missioners, shall be vested in the State Forest Commission, so far as 
it relates to forestry matters, and no further. 

2. The State Forestry Commission shall cut and sell such timber on this 
tract from time to time as may be necessary or wise in order to remove 
worthless trees, mature trees, and trees which are crowding or shading more 
valuable or promising individuals. This work shall be under the direction 
of a trained and experienced forester, and shall be carried on according to 
approved and accepted methods of forestry. The average annual cutting for 
improvement and thinning shall not exceed the average annual increment of 
growth, so that the value of the standing forest shall not be impaired, but 
rather increased thereby. 

3. A nursery shall be promptly established, and as soon as a sufficient supply 
of seedlings can be raised, planting shall be commenced and continued an- 
nually on the waste tracts. 

4. The expense of supervision, the cost of cutting, protection from fire, and 
expenses of the nursery and planting shall be defrayed so far as possible 
from the receipts of timber sold. 

5. By virtue of the increased value of the forest due to the cuttings and 
plantings, the Water Commissioners of East Orange shall agree to appro- 
priate annually for this work the sum of one hundred and fifty ($150) dollars, 
or such part thereof as may be needed, so long as this agreement is in force. 

6. The State Forest Commission will annually submit to the Water Com- 
missioners a detailed financial statement of its receipts and expenditures under 
this agreement. 

7. This agreement may be terminated by either party on one year's notice. 

Up to the time of filing this report no reply has been received 
to the Commission's proposition, but it is understood that it 
is being favorably considered. 

In deciding upon the plan as above set forth the Commission 
felt that co-operation to be effective must go to greater lengths 
than the offering of advice and preparing plans. Left to them- 
selves the owners, be they private citizens or corporate bodies, 
will not carry them out from lack of experience. This has been 



FOREST RESERVATION . COMMISSION. 17 

abundantly demonstrated by the United States Forestry Bureau 
and in our own State. If co-operation is to involve the manage- 
ment of a private tract, the entire management, so far as forestry 
is concerned, must be in the hands of the State Commission. 
There can be no successful divided authority. 

The foregoing in brief comprises the work of the Commission 
during the few months of its existence. Its future policy must 
depend upon the encouragement given it throughout the State. 
The first appropriation made by the Legislature, while sufficient 
perhaps to break the ground, is woefully inadequate to 
inaugurate and carry forward such a forest policy as New 
Jersey should adopt. With States all around us spending 
large sums annually on this most important work, and setting 
aside forested areas amounting in the aggregate to hundreds 
of thousands of acres, our own State could well afford to be 
liberal in protecting for the future its fast-disappearing woods. 
Moreover purchases can now be made at reasonable figures, 
whereas each year the prices are advancing. Should not the 
State get the advantage of this advance, especially when it 
is saving for the future a valuable asset which, when once 
destroyed, can never be restored no matter how great the ex- 
penditure of money? Time alone can replace our forests, and 
is it not the highest duty of the State then to preserve our 
timber while there is any left? Someone has said that the 
forests are "the great savings banks of nature'' from which 
we have been taking the interest and reducing the capital. In 
New Jersey this certainly is true, and the Commission feels 
that it cannot too strongly urge upon the Legislature the need 
of a liberal appropriation to carry on the work. There is now 
in the State a tract of land of about 25,000 acres which can 
be purchased at a reasonable price. It is part of a much larger 
tract the forest of which is fast disappearing before the axe. 
This piece of timber is of sufficient size to be made self-suppor- 
tive and it offers an opportunity in forestry that the State would 
be unwise not to embrace. 
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Great Damage by Forest Fires. 



One of the greatest foes to forestry in New Jersey has been 
the dreaded forest fire. Not alone has it caused a large annual 
loss to the owners of. the forest, but in the pine belt especially it 
has caused a marked and permanent decrease in productiveness. 
The deterioration which the forest has undergone through fire 
is expressively shown by Plates I, II, III, IV, which illustrate 
the contrast between a bit of original forest which has escaped 
fire and lands which have been repeatedly burned. This destruc- 
tive agency has been at work for years depleting our natural 
woodlands and although annual warnings have gone out there 
has not yet been inaugurated in this State any systematic method 
of protecting forests from fire. With the creation of the present 
Board of Forest Park Reservation Commissioners it was natural 
that one of the first subjects to be discussed should be that of 
forest fires and how to prevent them. It is a subject that has 
been given very little legislative attention in New Jersey and 
those fire laws which are on our statute books are lamentably 
ineffective. For several years it has been the custom of the 
Geological Survey to make an annual report on the forest fires 
in this State, and few of our people-, we feel sure, who have 
not followed these reports closely realize how enormous has 
been the damage wrought. • Taking the years 1902, 1903 and 
1904, which are the most recent from which these reports are 
obtainable, it will be seen that there were in those years a total 
of 226 fires, burning over 225,426 acres and causing damage 
conservatively estimated in money at $668,480.50. These fires 
practically all occurred between April and November. The lesson 
that these figures convey is impressive, and is emphasized when 
it is stated that all of this valuable property was destroyed with- 
out any organized effort being made to extinguish the fires. It is 

(19) U 
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an old saying that what is everybody's business is nobody's, and 
so it has proved in fighting wood fires. Therefore the Com- 
mission has felt that it was its most urgent duty to take such 
action and ask for such laws as would safeguard all the forest 
property of the State. That it was, in a great measure, the 
duty of the State — as a State — to take the matter in hand. 
Under the law, however, by which the Commission was created 
it is not possible to establish any fire protection on any lands 
not already acquired by the State for forest reserves. The 
necessity, then, for a "State Forest Fire Law'' is obvious, and 
this Commission would most earnestly recommend the passage 
by the Legislature at once of such a law. 

There are many reasons that can be urged in favor of such a 
measure. In 1899 the Geological Survey published a most 
comprehensive report on forests as authorized by Chapter CXX, 
Laws of 1894. In that report Professor John C, Smock, then 
State Geologist, pointed out that first and foremost "the protec- 
tion of the forests demands the care of the community and the 
State in stopping the fires which are caused by carelessness, 
malice and avoidable accidents" Continuing, Professor Smock 
writes, "on the Blue or Kittatinny Mountains the protection 
against fires is demanded, because of the easy inflammability of 
the pitch pines and the dry condition of the pine and deciduous- 
tree leaves in the autumn and in the spring. In the southern 
part of the State the necessity of public protection is imperative 
if there is to be any production of timber or lumber in that part 
of the State." 

In considering the inauguration of a forest-fire fighting system 
the average citizen may well inquire concerning the money 
return, and we therefore quote again from this report. 

"Mr. Pinchot (now chief of the United States Bureau of 
Forestry), after a careful study, estimates that owing to fires 
the pine forest is now yielding only one-third as much wood 
as it would yield if protected from fire, and this yield is of a 
much less valuable kind, being only suitable for cord-wood. 
These pine-forest fires sometimes burn over 100,000 acres in a 
Single season. In 1885, 128,000 acres were burned over. These 
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figures are sufficient to indicate that if unchecked the entire area 
would be burned over in less than twenty-five years." 

''Mr. Pinchot has given figures which afford means for de- 
termining the money-return which would follow effective pro- 
tection from fire. He shows that pine- forest 100 to 200 years 
old, or say 150 years average age, yields an average of 6,631 
board feet per acre, which, if of yellow pine, may be estimated 
to be worth, as standing timber, $20 per acre. Second growth 
seedlings, eighty years old, yield 7,500 board feet, worth about 
the same amount per acre, the timber being of smaller average 
size, and second growth from forty to sixty years old yields 
about twenty-three cords per acre. The yearly increment of 
value may therefore be calculated at twenty-five cents per acre 
when the forest is protected from fire. When it is not pro- 
tected at all, the increment is so small that we may neglect it. 
If, as suggested by Mr. Pinchot's figures, merely efficient pro- 
tection from fire will give a return of twenty-five cents per acre 
annually for the half of the pine forest which now suffers most 
severely from fires, or 600,000 acres, it means an aggregate 
annual return of $150,000. It would, therefore, seem certain 
that some well considered plan of fire wardens would be worth 
while, if we considered only the direct money return from the 
timber." 

''While the aggregate return is sufficiervtly attractive and 
promising, however, the stand-point of the owner, say of 100 
acres of pine forest is necessarily different. We can, at best, 
only hold out to him a possible annual increment of $25 to his 
holdings, which can scarcely be convertible into cash by him, 
and may not be realized by the next generation even, while he 
is confronted with an absolutely certain outlay of $3 or $4 for 
the cost of protection, in addition to any other taxes to which 
the property may be subject. The apathy of the present owner 
of the forest is therefore not unnatural, although we personally 
believe that if some efficient system of protection can be put 
into operation the forest will soon profit by an advance in value 
greater than that due to the wood alone." 

"There are other strong reasons for protecting the pine forest, 
which, while they may not appeal strongly to thd individual 
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forest owner, certainly do appeal to the people of the State at 
large. If by successive fires the forest cover should be destroyed 
this sandy district will become a terribly forbidding waste of 
shifting sand, blown hither and thither by the varying winds." 

In summing up his argument for better fire protection, Pro- 
fessor Smock shows the moral effect of fires on population, 
saying, "it is obvious that where the forest is constantly ex- 
posed to fire and there is no adequate protection its value must 
be greatly depreciated. The result is that timber is often cut 
before its maturity. Land owners believe that with proper pro- 
tection against fire the value of forest property will be greatly 
increased.'' 

"The fires have been so abundant that the people have come to 
look upon them as inevitable, and there is a deplorable lack of 
real interest among land owners in regard to any attempt to 
introduce State protection. Large tracts of land are owned by 
non-resident capitalists, and timber stealing is very common 
especially after fires. When the timber is killed many persons 
consider it better to use the dead trees for cord wood than to 
allow them to rot on the ground, and they cut such timber on 
tracts of land to which they have no right. There is no doubt 
that forest fires encourage a spirit of lawlessness and a dis- 
regard of property rights.'' 

In view of what has been here quoted it would seem that 
the State cannot afford to delay longer in taking up the important 
matter of protecting our forests from fire. Wherever the plan 
has been tried in our neighboring States it has been found to have 
effected a great saving and to have marked a step forward in 
forestry. It is true that these results have not been obtained 
without many discouragements and some rather expensive ex- 
periments, but New Jersey is now in a position to profit by the 
experience of other states, and in the opinion of this Commission 
it should immediately take up and enact an effective fire law. 
Appended to this report will be found tables showing the fires 
which have occurred in New Jersey during 1902, 1903 and 
1904. These tables will show the counties in which the fires 
occurred, the acreage burned over, the estimated damage done 
and the cause of the fires. In connection with these statistics 
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a forcible argument in favor of a fire law is found in the fact 
that in a great majority of these fires no organized effort was 
made to extinguish them until they had wrought an appalling 
amount of damage. 

WILLIAM H. CHEW, 

Secretary. 
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FIRE STATISTICS. 



Forest Fires in New Jersey in 1902. 

THEIR ORIGIN AND THE ESTIMATED DAMAGE DONE. 

No. of Acreage Estimated 
Counties. Fires. Burned. Damage, Cause of Fires. 

Atlantic, ii 1 1,41 7 $32,463 7 from locomotives, i from 

village fire, 3 from clearing 
land and burning brush. 

Burlington, ... 5 25,128 25,100 2 from locomotives, 2 from 

charcoal burners, i from 
smokers in woods. 

Camden, i 400 6,000 i from locomotive. 

Cape May, *I3 1,950 4,705 9 from locomotives, i cause 

unknown, i clearing land, i 
incendiary, i smokers in 
woods. 

Cumberland ... 7 3,225 28,018 i from locomotive, 2 from 

burning brush, 4 from 
clearing land. 

Gloucester, ... 5 830 4,220 4 from burning brush, i by 

feeble-minded person. 

Mercer, i 15 150 i by burning brush. 

Monmouth, ... 2 620 5,900 2 causes unknown. 

Morris, i 350 700 i by hunters. 

Ocean, 5 53i08o 54,297 i from locomotives, i from 

smokers, i incendiary, 1 
from charcoal burners, i 
spread from locomotive fire 
in Burlington county. 

Passaic, 2 1,125 4,500 i by smokers, i by hunters. 

Salem, 4 480 2,480 3 from burning brush, i by 

tramps. 

Somerset, .... 5 100 400 4 from burning brush, i 

cause unknown. 

Sussex, 4 130 390 4 by hunters. 

Totals, .... 66 98,850 $169,323 

All of these fires occurred between April and September. 

* Two of these fires were extinguished by prompt action of railroad section 
men and citizens without any loss. 

(25) 



